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years in Which ſhe furvived him. And after her 


H E private papers of Mr. JoJeph Willians 
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excellent writer. His widow would never ſuffer 1 1 
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placed at a great diſtance from each other, having 
agreed to enjoy the manuſcript by turns, were fo 
eager to extend their ſeparate privilege- from year to 


year, as abſolutely to prevent others from ſhar 
with them in their ſatisfaction. J 

Such of Mr. Williams's. writings as were publith-// 34] 
ed in his life-time, were anonymous. There are 23 153 2 
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for which 1 am accountable to him; and may he - 


not call in his own when he pleaſeth 7. Is it not 2 
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covenant, and chearfully reſigning Key: to the 1708 
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Auoscere i in devoting her to God in baptiſm, and many. 
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not reaſon to believe, that ſhe is re- 


fate of ſeparate pi pirits is indeed far removed from 


our obſervation. It is but little that we know of the 


inviſible. world. But ſurely. there RW to hope, 


Tow . what the : word of God reveals, that my dear 


ld is new a glorious, happy Spirit made terfe#,. 


and . to. Ae general Muß and Fhurch of the _ 


fi- bora, which are-written in heaven." Why then 
ſhould I repine, or be. diſſatisfied, at her removal 
hence? If all lived to adult agey religious parents 
might be w'ithont Trials peculiarly. adapted to their 
patience, their faith, hope and love, their ſubmiſ- 
ſion and reſignation. Many other reaſons, no doubt, 
there are for this conduct of providence, But it 
may well ſatisfy me, that, What I know not now, 
I Hall know lereafter. For the preſent, Ian ſure 
: the. Judgment. of. God is according 70. truth, and that 


he doth all things well and wiſely, Then welcome. 
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to have” ſuffered a little lofs' pariontly, rather" than 
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| the peace of my ſoul?” Doth it not ärgu 0 e grea wn 
| weakneſs, to make" another man maſter of my' tem- 

per, and ſubject my tranquillity o evety little di . 
appointment; Be aſhamed of this, O my ſoul, and 

let me learn hence orward” better to govern. my N 

ſpirit. O could 1 learn to think more meanly- 5 
'  myfelf,. furely T' mould not treat” with 4 'havghty in-_ 
| folence, even my inferiors, "though they do things 
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upon me the chriſtian name, diſcover to the world 
- unmortified paſſions, 4 ſpirit ſo unlike to the meek 
and lowly jeſus? Is not mecknels,” mildneſs and love - 

the yery ſpirit of the goſpel? 16 it got its ditinguith- _ . 
ing excellency, to bees {ſavage nature, and make i, 
gentle, to civilize brutes and barbarians, to fubddue 
{== warmly paſſions, and teach its votaries to Bleſs them 
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clown talents ” þ owe to my great Lord, if 1 ca, we „ 
Forgive my ſervant 2 hundred. fence, . .or bridle | my. „ 
Paſſion, when the damag done me, perhaps, doth _ 
not amount to © fugle penny f- Aged -conſider, 55 
O my foul; when I diſcover angry reſentments or a 
mall netten or miſmanagement of à ſervant, is this 
doing to others, 4¹ Io that. others Mould du t me? 
Suppoſe I was in that ſervant's place, and had the 
ſame dependance on him for « livelihood; abt a0 :: 9 
| hath upon me; (Which might have been the caſe) 7 i 
how would ſuch 2. behaviour: in him towards me fit 1 2 
upon my heart? What pain and uneaſineſs would it 1 
give me? How unreaſonable mould 1 think. ſuch a PP, 1228 
"_ reſentment, ſuch. an imperious tone, ſuch an 
er-bearing infolence, . in my maſter or ſupericr, 5 2 
. the fault was wholly negative, it may be, „ 
mere omiffon? How tenderly  ſhould'I'expet, r 7 
| wiſh, to be treated, were I in che place of thoſe, - 
whom I treat ſo rudely ? Why then mould 1 give to 
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deeply hambled; O my: foul, for paſt tranſgteſfons 
of this kind, and for the future let me guard again} = 
the firſt riſings of paſſion, or check it as ſoon as it 7, 
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donc band, and hetwixt the warld and your ſoul, on . „ 

| the other}. Excuſe. my freedom, I have nothing in 1 

d. Whaſe intereſt is deppen — 

in your beart? What are your firſt thoughts in a 1 1 

morning, and your lat thoughts at night. Aaally — 

fixed upon? Are yaur firſt | thoughts of Gd Do *' 2X 
you conſecrate the earlieft hour to reading, medita- _ „ 

tion and prayer? Can you leave your bed the earlier, ; 1 3 

that vou may redeem time to converſe wih Cee 


#_ +-- * 8 


How can you ſay you loye him, if you ſuffer tube a 
world to rival him in.-your heart and affection; if Y „ 
you cannot ſometimes watch with him one hour ? on.” „ 


J 3 : 
3 £ 


you: tay with dirine Herbert # e deen, 1 0 


x bas 1:1 n ee ee „ * 
1 mine ef®..,,...; 44, 
2 But thou art ready there to catch n 
; My morning-ſoul and ſacrificem „ 
Then we muſt 27 1 N make a anch. 


. Fore” 3 N | e 
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uſt 162 it was 


+ 


7 by that ? 
| 1 me. But if chis be che caſe with you, 


: to fmaliy/for it as I did. My dear and honoured 
i devoted the firſt hour and Ralf, or 


Xe ſometime to hours, to religion. And I would 


adviſe every tradeſman who fears Prizes 
- -_ communion with the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, conſtantly 
to devote the firſt hour, or half hour, at leaſt, to 


i . ver exerciſes. The ſoul muſt have its meals 


and repaſts as well as the body, or it will certainly 
i languiſhing ſtate. I do not much fear but 
you will take well this friendly caution- and coun⁰fel. 
Tue love of the world is downright iddlatiy. 76. 
cry out againſt the Fews For ſelling. the Lord" glory 
for money; but every covetous wor 4 
fame game over again, and cruciſs 


* 


4 hope e things of yen, and — accompany 
5 atith. Believe me to be, with great teſpett, 
dear Sir, your cordial friend and bumble ſervant, Ne 


- Us Williams wrote the following letter to a niece 
of his, -whoſe with a pious miniſter was 


5 aan) prevented by | 225 ſudden wan ne. 1 3 
= Myÿ dear niece, „ December 14, 17 5 
Fl "CANNOT Lan what I have felt for Jou. 
.* 8 Ns p : a 4. ä an da - : > 


4 What then muſt your 5 "ry Howe in: 

" your Wee How: incurable ! Do I ſet it a bleed- 
ing afreſh? That thought adds. to | grief. * 
5 not add affliction to the aflicted. But how | 


can it be avoided ? Indeed a more pe oy : 
tion is, How can it be healed? 3 ns 
ſmart thereof aſſuaged? None but they Father of 
ſpirits, the great phyſician, your covenant - God can 
do this. Te can do it, and he will do it, in his _' 
own time and Way. But is there nothing to be 5 
done on your part? 1 doubt not you have had .better - | 
comforters, better adviſers. I tr ſt, before this can + 
reach you, you have in a good meaſure learnt to 

practiſe the beſt advice I can give you. Yet let me 
offer my advice, which, I am very ſenſible it is 
much eafier to give than take. Examples ſpeak. 
louder than words. Remember Aaron. When he 3 
ſaw two. ſons cut of by a ſudden ſtroke, yet „ 8 
cauſe it was the Lord's hand, Aaron held his peace, _ © 
Remember Bi. When his two ſons were to be cut 
off in a day, and in wrath, a8 a conſequence. A 
divine threatening for cheir ſins; yet, becauſe r 
was the Lord, he patiently, ſobanits to the ſentence. - 
Above all, confider rhe Apoſtle and. High Pries of 
aur profeſſion, Chriſt Feſus, who, though he were @a | 
Son, yet learned he obedience, by- the things which he. „ 
fufered. Now in the ſeaſon of your ſore trial more 
eſpecially, look unto Feſas, not only as your example,  Þ 
| but as your helper, who, in that he himfelf hath fi. 
fered, being tempred, is able to ſuccour them. that, aw 
tempred, When it is ſaid, ie it able, more is im- 
ou than expreſſed. It certainly means, he is as 
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to h as 1 1s ate conſiderations, : 


r more grievous, 
ve | borne, 95 are now bearing. But the 
viee 'F can' recommend, as the neare 4 

{2 way. to comfort, "is, 46 I 
1 Through him « dir 
7; 700 ia 
E-ſafficiency. 
© EE in c 
Lord ſave me. 
is <'comfort. me. 


255 1752. 
that my children are all mar- 
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me, chan. a ane 158. 
What mind of he 
continue a widower, 
Tord, which he mall leaſe | 4 
the Lord hath carried me 4 a ee and be 


_ delightful ſcene, - which 1 would not quickly Forget... 1 : ls 5 


He hath given me a moſt agreeable wife, for weis 
I deſire daily to bleſs his name. O "may, we, be mn 1 


tual helper of each other's holineſs, ' Faith, ' ho 10 755 


love ang joy in the Lord! 1 Was, 23 as I theaght; at... © 
a point: whether to marry again yi not, and een 1 
to the divine will; but importun te in prayer, that Pun : 

if I were to marry again, God would Wong me one 5 1 


10 7 
8 3 . 
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by: ee every Cocos if" 5 
to, Biddeford, inclining me to go at the iuſtigati on . Wl 
of my daughter, when I had laid afide the thought | nw” 
of going. Bleſſed be | his name, who ſo exa -:" 
marked out alt my Reps, © and made” my way. 


and proſperous, inelined her t towards me, 


9 „ 
„„ 
formed her way ſuitable to my temper - 44:1 45 1908 
wines. What N 7 render to the Lord for all tt ĩð ͤ 
7 benefits, and for * 1 9 -n * $268 5 " "58 
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| Sacramental mee. KY 1 
0 2 kevin F hes; when” foi onart. from à common to 
x - this peculiar uſe, to repreſont che body and blood 
5 5 of Chriſt, Infidels may laugh at this part of our 
1 jk hay religion; but lovers of Chriſt, and believers 
5 BY in him, make great account of it. Certainly our 
EG 1 5 Lord had a. wiſe and kind deſign in the inſtituting 
1 of it. O chat I could fee into his Heart, and not 
„ - miſtake his deſign! Come, bleſſed and moſt adorable 
„ Ws thou who haſt endured the greateſf, the vileſt 
1 and cruelties for the ſake of finful men, 
8 and. voluntarily ſubmitted to the maſt painful and 
q FF ON _ ignominious death of the croſs, in order to atone 
dor fin, ſhew me, - whenefore thou haſt inſtituted 
t ttzßeſe ſacred memöfia . thyſelf, and what ſhare, 
=: What intereſt I have therein, a and what thou requireſt 
of me. am to do this in remembrance of my 
. Lord, IL am to remember, that che Sym of God, the 
5 1 5 IS Tord of glory, who is. in 2 Beſam of [ONS 2 20 
1 85 made Aal, or aſſumned the body prepared fer 
"= 1 it 7 grace & our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that . he 1 


e 
* « 3 


. ; J 1 2 yet for our fakes. he became poor, that aue "through - 
=. 55 . poverty mipht be rich! Though in. the form. of - 
= and though he thought it not robbery to be equal 


1 Fel, an 
wo it d Lat? yet he made him/elf of 10 reputation, and 
= tf took upon him the form of a ſervant. But or dra ſuuch 
_— on 4. the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, he ale 
1 mie, who was to redeem them, /ikewi/e took part 
fa. For how could he have Vorne our fins 


2 the tree, if Be had not had a body? Or how 


$8 {4 5 gf Ov. he have vanquiſhed him that had the power. of 
HET Karl, that is, the devil, but by dying ant riſing 
=. 155 5 from the dead, as the firf-fruits of them that 
1 1 in eie 1 am 1 to Wenden, mat n this body 
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n Re 
he bien: ohet win of God. Fine te us for ſin. . 15 "oi 
what horror and agony did his ſoul endure at [<> 5 


/emane ! He .endured the utmoſt: contempt "A thoſe __ | I 4 
he came to ſave, with all the torture which their | 
hatred, ſpite and rage could inflict upon him. He | 

gave his back to the Jmiters, and his cheeks to theme 1 
tat plucked off the. hair ; - he hid not his face from ' | 
| ſhame and ſhitting. O the compaſſion and conde= +. | 
ſcenfion of Jeſus 1- But what is all this to me? Ves, „ 
he was ——__—_ for 2 tranſgreſſions, he was Freed . _ = 
for my  iniquities, he bore my ſins in his own body ow © 
the tree, that n his Pripes 1 might. * bealed, and by 


* n I might live... ö»!!! OO: T 


PT 2782. ro a 


mo 5 
wrote the ie lener.} OY „ 
e ee wo e £ 


AM 3124 vou are, filled. 1 bach a Kent os 
| the vaſt importance of the work ofa miniſter, _— 
1 confeſs, to me it appears the higheſt and moſt hos © 
nourable, the hardeſt and moſt laborious, and, at 
the fame time the moſt awful and importa 2 
that is borne by any man upon earth. It a Senator 
of Ran would not have matched his daughter with 
a King, no doubt he eſteemed Ant |groater 9 
that King, And. 1 not an ambaſſador 
King of Kings greater than- het Jo Yo! 4 
8. n and liberties of a wholo kingdoms, 
M 6 1 


7 4 I. 


o . * * 


755 


* 1 
* 
2 

ww Þ - 


re, is certs Abt! A (aa dow a4 le 
i bat "to de God's infiruinent- in faving im. i 
1 fouls is far ' higher" and more "ho p 
To be inveſted with a commiſſion' from heaven, rv Y 
be the higheſt - iaveſtiture. To preach the goſpel, 
is an honour never put upon _— 1 re 
* indeed Aan Ear for Chriſt, if they ſerve 
, Chiiſt, God wilt honour them, «Qt men will bo- 
nut them, and dern them very highly in lobt for 
ei aborl Jake; but if they do not ful fully des 
liter their embaffy, notwithſtanding their high ta- 
tion in the church, they avill 3. bghtly efteemtd. — 
Certainly every wiſe and faithful miniſter, who, un- 
detſtands his office, and fulfils his nales, finds it 
to de 4 great as well as a good work,” If he n 
| che ſecret duties of the cloſet and the fludy, 
aud the private dutiss With his family aud with his 
people, and the publick duties of the ulpit ; 5 if he 
| be tant is Haben, ont of ſedſen; no doubt Reha 
work enough for every. waking hour. And "what 
in the world can be a more awful or important work, 
than that, upon the ſucceſs or unſucceſsfulneſs of 
: Glien "depends dhe erernal falyation"or darination 7 

pPfeeie ſouls? . he eternal ſalvation of one fouP® 

ag io Dr. Deddridge's Atiking refleftion) ig 
of a whole kingdom or empite for ten one 
agen, or indeed any given duration of time. Be- 
euſe there will come up a” point in everitity, when = 
— ar ene iu have exiſted as many ages as 
"ms individuals in a kingdom, ranged in cloſe 
| will alt together have 'exiſted* ar that 
1 2 ne one fuk" is capable of 
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1 larger f ſbare of buppinsſy or miſery 10 an- end- 
«; Jefs! eternity, than all the inhabltanth of a whole: 
© kingdom are: éapable ef in ten thoufknd- ages 
How jaſt is this remark! How agreenble to ou ne- 
ceſſary notion e eterniy! And what an affefting.: 
idea does it give us of the importance of ſalvation 
Well might the Apoſtle call it % ua tian. 
If che iaeatton of thoſe who häur the \-polpel be 
poſſible how ſhould every miniſber, and indeed ho 
ſnoulck every one uud if ſaved and called with ,t 
calling,” beſte themſelves, and © uſo -their.wutmoT enn 
deavours, | agreeable” to their foveral ations,' if by 
any means they might fave: ſome ? Surely we may 
leatn this from our Lord's ſaying, Ir Hail l , 


 tolerdble fer the land of bed, in U. day" of . 
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. 44 and Faun daneben —_— 
pointed” unto me. O that. I might do id wih a 
ſuitable temper of mind! On Lord's-day evening: 
May 27, when wy; partner in trade had been gong 
but two: days before on a fix weeks jaurdey, coming 
from merting, I fell, and gave. my ankle 4 tentibly 
ſtrain, felt exquiſite pain, and was quite di 


from: ring. I had much pain many days and nights 


The part ia now. weak, and poſſibly may never; res 
e e n this Providence Rü 


3 be 5 . = Fe TEES 5 . 


125 


des the Lord's primary deſign, in all his meſſages ot 
N . grace, and in all the rebukes of his rod. My foul's. 
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1 We and it 10 FOR voice of God. - Who 1 
not listen, - when God ſpeaks, and be | folicitous to 


and an He calls to conſideration. ix tie 
confaler, He calls to humiliation 
* ten for "wh Jeremias complains of God's 
ancient people, Thow' haſt | frichen- them, but. they 
| have not grieved ; thou haft conſumed. them, but they 
" dave refuſed te receive correffion. Is not this word 
the word. of the Lord, to me, at leaſt. by Way of 
caution and counſel, that I may not dre my w_ 
_ after the. fame example- of unbelief? + am therefore 
called to ſerious, cloſe examination, whether T have + 
_ grieved, when I was ſtricken, and whether I have 
received. or refuſed te receive, correction? Have 1 
laid to heart this: chaſtiſement? Have I received it 
n thoj eee ea! Hare! Nes joe 7 


ba, 


2 1 of eg 4: 3 ee 
curing cauſe? Have I been ſo humbled, as to mor- 
_ tify my pride and vain · glory? Hath it excited my 
thankfulneſs for preſervation in long and various 
Journies? Hath it animated my faith in his power 
and care, bung to pray for conſtant e! 
Bord, help me to improve it as 1 ought. Shew me 
more and more thy kind deſigns, thy. deſigns. of - 
in this humbling. providence. ' Is it not eſpe- 
cially chat I may partake of thy. holing/s? Ves, this 


is bound up in my love and likeneſs to 
Oed. God would have me happy, and therefore 

. . OOO 
. | | ice 
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notional, and another to have a practical belief.” 7s 


2 Did men really believe it, would they neglect any: 


means in their power, that they might be acquitted,. AY 
| when brought to their trial? The reaſon: ig, they 
believe the aflize will come, and that they are to be ac» - 


Go 921 
* * 
x 4 


| What reaſon can be afigned, why men 3 i 


MH 


- E N x T% 1 * * * 
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not upon it as near, nor do they ſuffer their thoughts 
to dell * As Dr. "FOR A 


thee boo: 0 EY [ precious reaſi 
of God, which holds forth our recovery, 40 b mn 
as our ruin? Do mankind know that fuch à trea-!” | 
ſure lies in the Bible? Then certainty they will mae 
it their ſtudy" night and day. No, they will not. 
Though they know it contains the mind and wil“ 

of God, both for their faich and practice, yet very 

few will be at the pains to ſtudy i. Why will not: 
mankind; | who are reaſonable crentures, and know!) _. 
they are dying creatures, attend diligently to thoſe+ 
things which are of everlaſting | importance? It is 
owing to their unbelief. It is one thing to have a 


i anto men onre 70 dit. Who queſtions the» 
| r this Yet how few ſuffer this word of God 0 
to ls its due weight upon their own conſcience & 


means it their power to obtain the favour of their 
Judge, that when they are judged, they may be g 
_ acquitted? How rarely hath ir Beem known, that 
perſons impriſbned for capital! offences neglect any! 


 quitted or puniſhed according to their final fentence.- 


neglect the means of preparation for death and eters _ 
nity? Certainly they have not a practical, hearts » | 
affecting belief, that they mall die, and that their 
death may be near. When they think at all aboue 

it, they have no doubt of its reality, but they looks 


| M 


or adverſity to bring 


1 in band, and by Gekneb, 


by che rod, others are more hardened. . | But certainly 
ic is a great aggravation' of guilt, not to.grieve when. 

God; ffrikes ; nor when he erke to receive cor · 

_ refticn.:; Grieve, for what? Not merely becauſe the 

Lord hath: ſtricken, or becauſe they are: aftlidted. 
lie ene chem to grieve for that which hach been 
: M the procuring cauſe * their chaſtiſement; and not 
1 quity,”: : which be would | -this aſfliction bring * 
1 dee eee "Fen the Ki yp 
I ND or no ny e Fugue 
1 before his eyes, to coaſt to do wil, and learn te do quell, 
Na, Q my ul, the Lord hath ficken me. Hays 
gte? It was certainly his hand, that cauſed-my; 
1 wy 0 Lide. + Otherwiſe one of my ſtrength aud 
aa adivity might haye walked, ſafe engugh. | He hath, 
0 indeed conſumed. me, but he hath in part con- 
ſumad my ſtrength. Have I received correction? 
EE: Mr.. Whately' qbſerves, 3 We may read Our "fig in 
dt pünimment.“ Few men, of my age, walk 
E ih Vith ſo, mach saſe, vigour and aftiyity, Hath at 
wi been. fewel to my pride? It is fig 1 ſhould ba 
 wught by ſenſible, ſmerting experience, ta ackriow-. 


+ 


. F in great mercy, "to take his rcd 


5 man t ſerious conſideration. | Some are g ck, "= 


F 4 


= 


that particular ini- 


bl 


| gave in e e e ieee e with „ 
and humbled, O my-ſogt, for every motion, of pride. 
Lie humhled and abaſed at his fest, and let; the. 


P alone be exalted. If he hach given ene, ; 
„ he can 


turn ſtrengtk inte weakneſs, : vigour into ny „ 


frength, - vigour and vivacity to his praiſe. Think $21 


and vigour, he hath alſo ſhewed, h 


O let me be quickened i in future to employ 


4 * 


well of him, O my, ſqul;/ ang pf what hei do: 


to me, and let me love and praiſe him for this re- 
buke. When God ſays; - 


Arie les any mare ? ye will revolt more and mote; 


{ad is the caſe of fuch a people, or perſon? ly - | 


| ſoul, bleſs the Lord, who does hot c un- 
worthy of correction. Let it be BY; cn, 
to ms te lim thaf ſnitat me. Let chi A 
pain and waalneſt, Warn me of that tippe (R 
knows how ſbon 7) when 1 matt ne 
aſſtictions, heart · finking preſfures, and opentehelmibg* 
pain, Let this confinement da m houſe and chamber 
forewarn ine of a longer, cloſer. ang. I knw: 8 
Lord, lar "thou wily bring me ic death, and tn. the 
lot appointed: for all living. Let my beart aud fault. 
fay tothe grave, Thou art my hody's lng bones Te. 


corruption, ies art ' my father 1 To | the worm, them 


art my. mother,” and my fer. Fer long, not one 


foot, one ankle, one leg only ſhall be "maimed. and 


difabled, but every limb, every joint ſhall fen n 
death, and every active power of my body be in- 143 


capable of any aQion or motion at all. This goodhy. 
_3nimal frame, which hart” ſerved ſo many uſeful | 


Ly: ca halt not Ry” by altogether uſelefs and? 
1 85 OR 


| joined to idels, 
let him along; or when he ſays, iy ſhould ye 8 9 


| children, and che wife of 
11 | have wvikwed z will turn arp that ſuch: an un- 
1 d deſire it may be buried: out of their 
„ Then —_ T: be entirely cut off / 
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| EAR vo harm on, ce, 1 hear what is 


_=_: more of mine, 1 me, that you are nber better. 


1 Tui, implies, that you bave been much worſe; anc 


o 


3 i e paſt. The Pſalmiſt 
=. Him. It implies, that he who: hath the. 
3 father, cannot but pity his child under affliction. 
| ſay, fince I have been a father, « have 


| _ never wanted à tender concern for mine, nor for 


this 1 cannot hear without ſome 


Po wurſelf in particular. Nor is my pity. for you 
=: J unattended with an earneſt concern, that your. afflic- 
tion may de productive of the choicelt mercies. 


ab 1 An approved author „ Sanctiſied a 
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